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This appeal has been preferred by the appellant defendant against interim injunction order dated 03.01.2020,
passed in OMP No.574 0f 2019 in COMS No.20 of 2019, titled as Dr.Rachna Gupta vs.Dev Ashish Bhattacharya
The operative portion of the impugned order is as under:-

" In these circumstances taking into consideration the above mentioned circumstances, the

applica-

tion is allowed and the non - applicant (defendant) is restrained from posting or publishing any statement of
any nature, against the applicant, her husband and her family members on facebook or on any other social
media, including print or electronic media, till the disposal of the main suit Accordingly, the application is

disposed of.”

2. The main ground for assailing the impugned order is that appellant-defendant has been restrained
from posting or publishing “any statement of any nature” against the respondent- plaintiff, her husband and
her family members. It has been contended that such blanket gag order is not permissible under law.

3. The passing of aforesaid injunction order against the appellant-defendant has been justified by learned
counsel for the respondent-plaintiff by referring documents filed with the plaint as well as with application
CMP No.18474 of 2023 in this appeal.

4. Taking into consideration averments in the pleadings, documents placed on record, case law referred

in impugned order and

submissions made by learned counsel for the parties and also balancing the rights

and reasonable restriction with reference to Article 19 of the Constitution of India, interim injunction order
is modified as under:- “Taking into consideration the facts and circumstances, the non- applicant (defen-
dant) is restrained from posting or publishing any defamatory, scandalous, untrue and/or unverified state-
ment, directly or indirectly, against the applicant/plaintiff, her husband and her family members on facebook
or on any other social media, including print or electronic media, till the disposal of the main suit.”

5. Appeal is disposed of in aforesaid terms, so also pending application(s), if any
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