Ty 50 3feh — 25 USHEHTUT JRYAIAE 26040 /74 STeh ISHhUT . 0. /93 /ga ga et Valid upto 31-12-2026 HiaER 16 —23 S 2025 H6d 91 €9

U.UH.3ME. Yo ol t.4t.308.

Been /3 s @
S, =, fawa 9 A v
AW Y T A TUEIS Yol
= fRoma & o ar g A
NIME. A @R THWN? IE
A Tale 36 @I 8 i U
g & R wew ufem sw®
e A TEIEA W ¥ TR
w1 o fRw =E @ 21 fRR
N THIMEE. &N FT G T
B §T 0 98 W@ AN D TG
F U™ UgT are A Bl
TE G SSA T wew
I U | SRR @ T
=g Rad A et 21 99 Tad,
fIFeT )T SRR vELImE Al &t
weg Rad & o 31 gl A
fFdt & o AW =1 e =8
21 SN & weg Rad A
7 ot o9 ? T guast
The 3R AZYIR TG & I
AT AMEAATS I S A U8t
& 98 gY A1 UTAIE. Tahe
T 8 @ fower A @ U
3159 wRAT R 3 a8 e
H A 98 R ¥ SR
N TR @ AT I8 a7 foeror 9,
SR, = wew R | = 2
Ssid wad. fimen sk
sfaRera wea afa T8
wamEes R @9 62 3=
e & Rt w2

e & Repls W I
IR Rard w@siae &9 4 @
. & forr 7@ wr § 3
Fe H A YR BN TH
g W QARE. Fag gl
wial / Al A W gare
HAN IE T AT W & 2
EL G AT I GO
T R SMUR g a9 o
@ B wifs 98 79 & 99
U Al Qo Al ® a8t

U 3ET H HRAC X BT B
3R =8 T A fFd A S
ft = @ B e S
IS o e BN B 98
froe ey W @ & ™
g 3R frae i w9
=9 T AT fRar g8 @@
T YR D WA fag a
& § T W THEN had
Yoot ¥ & T geat 21 7@
HET ST & 8 o gt A dehar
T3S, o ITarE ST S g
21 g Yehol TaTE T o B
T ARIE T I BAS
T @ o 9 Rwea A
ol B TSI o S fashed
Y T Bl R TST H T R
e =@ g2

URAIME, Uehol Stoial.
= R Rad | = & D
A 3w 21 Zafery SIS
weq Rad R v e ==
ISAT AT g 8 Sl
21 TR, WEN A IO T,
T A Siond & weq Rad
W TS Io/ B wfdeT
VR & FEE Iod =Terd
T S it Rad = @it
& forar 7 3R T RO A
T8 90 S W qE IMUR
T W 2
I 2 SLoid. @t

A AR A

h. On the basis of documents
that have been reluctantly
provided by SP Shimla and
(many important documents
such as Sh. Vimal Negi
diaries and the actual case
diaries as distinct from
summary were not provided),

I have some comments on the
conduct of investigation done
by the SIT under the overall
supervision of Sh. Sanjeev
Gandhi, Superintendent of
Police, Distt. Shimla.

1. Why was the Pen Drive for-
matted (as per SFSL report)?
and how many people knew
that Pen Drive had been
recovered from the dead
body way back on 18th march
itself? These questions need to
be answered as it casts doubt
on the integrity of the
investigation carried out so far.
Who was ASI Pankaj speaking
to regarding Pen Drive after it
was recovered from the dead
body of Shri Vimal Negi?
During the discussion with 02
SIT members on discussion
14.05.2025, it was verbally told
to me that it could be SHO
Sadar Shimla, Dy. SP Amit and
MHC PS Sadar Shimla. There
was no clarity on why it was
not clear whom these three
officers were in turn speaking
to when CDR/IPDR of the
above three officers could have
revealed. These are very basic
and intuitive next steps of
investigation. The fact that this
conversation of ASI Pankaj
was also recorded in a mobile
phone of a bystander fisherman,
should have enabled the SIT to
time stamp this conversation of
ASI Pankaj and thereafter
investigate the chain of people
on the whothose persons
(whom ASI Pankaj spoke with)
spoke to in turn.

2. I have serious concerns with
02 SIT members refusal/
inability to show Vimal Negi
diaries on 14.05.2025 when
they met me. They abruptly
said after lunch that they had
to go to prepare the case

summary etc. relating to bail
matter of Shri Harikesh Meena
in this case (Annexure-XII). It
seems to be an afterthought, as
itis difficult to imagine that they
did not know in the morning
that the date of this bail matter
in the court is next day. It is to
be noted that the 02 members
of SIT after a lot of resistance
from SP Shimla had come with
suitcases and trunk full of
documents and gave me only
two to three hours to examine
them and have since not
returned till the writing of this
report. Also, CCTNS record
available electronically to
superior officers were not
found to be updated.

3. It is also important to note
that a nonmember of SIT
formed by me (Annexure-XIII)
to trace then missing Shri Vimal
Negi was sent to handle
formalities after sighting of
dead body of Shri Vimal Negi
in Bilaspur was reported. It is
noteworthy that the past
reputation of this person, ASI
Pankaj is not the best as he has
been involved in case FIR No.
63/2015 u/s 307, 324, 34 IPC
and 25, 27, 54/59 of Arms Act
registered at PS Sadar Shimla
to an alleged firing incident
involving his service pistol
and put in OUSP (Officer
Undesirable for Sensitive
Posts) list as a result of gravity
of the allegations. He has been
reportedly acquitted.

4. Also notable is the fact that
Inspector Manoj who has
written case diary No.26 of
13.04.2025 regarding seizing of
phone of fisherman Sunil
Kumar which had video
recording of ASI Pankaj
Kumar talking to someone
regarding recovery of Pen

Drive from the body of the
deceased (as told by SIT
members) and who recorded
statement about these and
Dy. SP Vikram Chauhan who
recorded statement of Shri
Naveen Kumar, Shri Ashwani,
Shri Naman Mishra, Shri
Manoj Kumar who were
present at the site where the
dead body of Shri Vimal Negi
was recovered as per CD No.
25 dated 11.04.2025, went on
relatively long leave in the
middle of the investigation
immediately after they were
involved in recording
statements regarding sighting
of Pen Drive along with dead
body of Shri Vimal Negi. The
summary of case diary No.24
submitted to me by 02 SIT
members on 14.05.2025 does
not have details of the
statement and was not shown
to me after lunch when
requested. Going by the fact
that these 04 people who gave
statements and were present
at the site of recovery of dead
body of Shri Vimal Negi, the
statements may contain
regarding sighting of Pen
Drive. The long leave of Dy.
SP Vikram Chauhan and
Inspector Manoj Kumar at this
juncture of investigation have
been noted by me.

5. It is not clear whether and
when was action taken against
ASI Pankaj despite a
13.04.2025 CD (Case Diary
No. 26) showing that he kept
the pen drive with him after
recovery on 18.03.2025 and
surrendered it only after
multiple witnesses’ statements.
Even though, RFSL report has
come on around 9th May there
was enough evidence of
misconduct in mid-April itself.
6. There are unanswered
questions as to how 4000 plus
files (not pages) were
examined by a single ASI and
decision taken to format within
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Mr. Harsh Kalta,
Advocate, has put in
appearance on behalf of
respondent No.3 and prays

TR, W

3 days. Were there more
people who were assisting him
in his job and if so, who are
they? As discussed above,
there were chats about
keeping copy and then
deleting (in a phone reported by
SFSL). Where is this copy?

Efforts must be made to
retrieve it A belated move to
possibly add section 238 of
BNS for destruction of
evidence only against ASI
Pankaj may not be enough.

7. Question also arises as to
whether all documents have
been retrieved from the
formatted pen drive using the
forensic tools available with
SFSL, Junga. I am in receipt
of a letter from DIG, SR
wherein she has mentioned
about three cases in which
case materials were sent to
CFSL and they recovered more
data than what was recovered

for time to file reply. Even
Union of India and State have
not filed the replies.

2. It is pertinent to notice
that this matter first came up
on 09.05.2025. It was
noticed at that point of time
that respondent No.3 had
applied for the post of
Chairman, Himachal Pradesh
Real Estate Regulatory
Authority [H.P. RERA]. The
office of Chief Justice has
also received large number
of representations that the
appointment of Chairperson
and Members, as such are
not being notified and
therefore, judicial notice also
be taken of the same. 3. The
representation dated
16.04.2025 from Sunil
Kumar has been placed on
record. This fact had also
been noticed by us in the
order dated 09.05.2025, that
why the appointments have
not been notified and the
matter had been adjourned to
15.05.2025. In the order of
the said date, reference was
made to Rule 18(5) of
Himachal Pradesh Real
Estate [Regulation and
Development] Rules 2017,
the selection process has to

XIV). In any case, some files
in its pen drive were found to
be ‘Corrupted’.

8. Superintendent of Police,
Bilaspur has also sent a letter
(Annexure-XV) in which he
has mentioned regarding
recovery of dead body of Shri
Vimal Negi in the presence of
boatmen, who spotted the dead
body and has commented that
the initial search of deceased
Shri Vimal Negi was conducted
by either ASI Paknaj or
Fisherman Sunil Kumar on the
direction of ASI Pankaj prior
to the arrival of police station
team, PS Talai,. He has further
written that Inspector Manoj
Kumar, SHO, PS, New Shimla
seized a mobile phone and
disclosed-over phone that ASI
Pankaj has produced 1 pen
drive that was recovered from
the dead body of deceased Sh.
Vimal Negi. SP Bilaspur has

be time bound and we directed
the Secretary to file his
affidavit.

4. Resultantly, on
26.05.2025, we noticed that
the affidavit by Secretary
dated 15.05.2025 clarified
that the State Government is
under the obligation as per
the Rules to appoint the
Chairperson and Members,
but there was relocation of
the said office to
Dharamshala, District
Kangra, which was on the
basis of a policy decision.

5. Today the State has
informed us by status report
that vide notification dated
19.06.2025, that only one
Member has been appointed
namely Sh. Vidur Mehta.
The affidavit dated
19.06.2025 filed today,
shows that the process of
appointment of  other
Members and Chairperson is
currently under consideration
and is in process.

6. The above sequence
of events would go on to
show that the State
Government is dragging its
feet for not notifying the
appointment of Chairperson
and the Member, though

enquiry regarding recovery of
apen drive from the dead body
of deceased Sh.Vimal Negi
after social media/news
circulation of an article
published on 20.04.2025. The
promptness of SP Bilaspur is
in sharp contrast to the efforts
made by SP Shimla.

9. I have noted with concern
that whereas 2 personal
diaries of deceased Sh. Vimal
Negi were seized on
22.03.2025 (CD No. 04 from
summary of CDs) and some
of his other material including
laptop were recovered in
March itself, mobile phone of
Sh. Desh Raj was seized on
07.04.2025 (CD No. 20 in
summary of CDs) and of Sh.
Harikesh Meena IAS on
23.04.2025 (CD no. 36 A in
summary of CDs) after Sh.
Meena had been interrogated
many times by the SIT.
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recommendation had been sent
to them by the Registrar
General of this Court on
13.03.2025. Resultantly, we
impose a cost of Rs.5,00,000/
- [Rupees Five Lacs] upon
the State Government which
should be deposited in the
Registry of this Court by
25.06.2025. Necessary
notifications be also issued
regarding the appointments
by the said date, failing
which the Chief Secretary
shall come present on the said
date. 7. It is also to be noticed
that in the interim period,
after the recommendation
sent, the office of RERA has
been relocated to
Dharamshala on 13.06.2025
without even identifying the
alternative office place. We
are also of the prima facie
opinion that the whole
purpose of dragging of the
appointments and shifting
the HQ of RERA is with a
mala fide purpose and at this
stage, we do not wish to say
anything more. 8. It is also
made clear that, in case,
replies are not filed by
respondents, by 25.06.2025,
orders on interim directions
will also be considered on the
said date, regarding the
extension of respondent
No.3, as Chief Secretary as
we had also noticed his
antecedents in the order dated
26.05.2025

[ TS 1 & AW

safely concluded that it
has been a questionable
investigation till now and
influence/ attempted influence
of SP Shimla who has been
posted for more than 2 years in
this post seems to extend
beyond his domain.

His influence, his ability to block
report preparation by the DGP,
HP despite 12.73 Crore.
However, this is a matter which
would need further deliberation
after the audit Para has been
replied to by the department
and whether the Auditor
General office is satisfied with
it or not.

4. That the aforesaid status
report may please be taken on
record in compliance with the
directions issued by this
Hon’ble Court vide order
dated 22.04.2025 and pass
appropriate orders as deemed
fit in the interest of justice and

3 by SFSL, Junga (Annexure- conducted a fact-findinﬁ CONCLUSION: It can be fairplay.”




