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wee FEl B fF there was no
proper regulation of
constructions in hill areas of
himachal pradesh resulting in

earthquakes and other calamities.
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Recommendations on
Disaster Risk Management From
a Disaster Risk Management
perspective , shimla has far
exceeded its carrying capacity,
Uncontrolled and unsafe
constructionover decades has
created and extremely vulnerable
built environment in Shimla. A
major earth Quake will lead to
unprecedented loss of lives,
cripple the administration and
disrupt all sectors of the economy
particularly the tourism sector.
Any further incresae in the
density of the built environment
will exponentially increase the risk
of the damages and losses from
disasters. Infact, there is a need
to reduce the density of shimla
by taking some bold steps
including some conservative
surgery of the current built
environment by removing or
retrofitting some of the most
vulnerable buildings.

The committee presents its
recommendation in three
categories:

Stop the creation of new
vulnerabilities and risks;

Reduce existing
vulnerabilities and risks; and

Increase local emergency
response capacity for a major
Earthquake.
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T A ISA T Al So far as
CWP No. 7105 of 2021 is
concerned, the challenge has
been made to the order dated
13.9.2021 (Annexure P-8),
whereby the applications bearing
MA No. 59 02021 and MA No.
60 0f 2021 were dismissed. So far
as MA No. 59 of 2021 is
concerned, the construction
alleged to be involved was with
regard to installation of lift in
existing structure of the building
along with remodeling of roof and
so far as MA No. 60 of 2021 is
concerned, it involves
construction with regard to lift
and ramp for physically
challenged persons in Ellerslie
Main Building at H.P. Secretariat,
Shimla-2; visitors’ waiting hall for
Chief Minister Office; extension
of car parking at Armsdale
Building at H.P. Secretariat,
Shimlaand multi-storey parking
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and office accommodation at
Armsdale Phase-III, H.P.
Secretariat ~ Shimla-2.

So far as CWP No. 295 of
2022 is concerned, the petitioner
-State has challenged the order
dated 31.8.2021, passed in MA
Nos. 56, 57 and 58 of 2021,
whereby the applications filed by
the State for a direction to permit
the project of multi-level parking
and other commercial activities,
including hotel on the railway
land (Railway Godown below
Winter Field) at Shimla and for
permission to file additional
documents, were dismissed.

T R I A A AH
wET B Respondent No.l
Yogendra Mohan Sengupta had
approached the Tribunal by filing
Original Application No. 121 of
2014. The said application was
disposed of by the Tribunal vide
order dated 16.9.2017 (Annexure
P-1). Admittedly, aggrieved
against the said order, petitioner-
State has filed an appeal before
the Hon’ble Supreme Court under
Section 22 of the National Green
Tribunal Act, 2010.

Thereafter, the petitioner-
State moved some miscellaneous
applications, seeking permission
to raise constructions or other
commercial activities. The said
applications have been rejected
by the Tribunal vide impugned
orders dated 13.8.2021 and
13.9.2021. The orders under
challenge in the present petitions
have arisen out of miscellaneous
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applications filed in O.A. No. 121
of2014. Since the appeal against
order dated 16.11.2017, passed by
the Tribunal in O.A. No. 121 of
2014 is pending consideration
before the Hon’ble Supreme
Court, we are of the considered
opinion that the orders passed by
the Tribunal, arising out of
miscellaneous applications filed
in O.A. No. 121 of 2014 are liable
to be challenged before the
Hon’ble Supreme Court, so that
they can be considered and
decided alongwith the appeal,
pending before the Hon’ble
Supreme Court. It is not
understandable as to why these
petitions have been filed before
this Court, when the matter is

T
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already sub-judice before the
Hon’ble Supreme Court vis-a-vis
order dated 16.11.2017, passed in
the Original Application. The
miscellaneous applications can be
said to be an off-shoot of the main
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